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lovely day, and when the ladies left the room [after the
breakfast] and we stood up, no more graceful leader of a
wedding band could have been seen than the new bride.5*
Dickens was overstrained and inclined to be argumentative,
a disposition which revealed itself in a discussion that took
place between him and Hunt as to the merits of a certain
painting of the Sphinx by Roberts, which hung in the room.
At the conclusion of the breakfast Hunt went for a drive
about Rochester with John Forster and the mother of the
bridegroom.

We learn from a letter written in June, 1860, by Lady
Trevelyan to W. B. Scott that Hunt had responded to the
call of the nation for volunteers, when, after the outbreak of
war between France, Piedmont and Austria, it was generally
feared there would be an invasion of England. She writes :
" Holman Hunt spent an evening here very well and jolly.
He is finishing up odds and ends that have been put aside
for the great picture, and is very diligent at rifle-drill."
Tennyson had published in the Times in May of the preced-
ing year his rousing lines Riflemen^ Form ! Men offered
themselves in thousands for the defence of the country, and
a,n Artists' Corps was formed as part of the Volunteer
movement. Hunt and Watts were among those who
were at present undergoing rifle-drill.

It was in this same year that he began his picture entitled
II dolcefar Niente (finished at a later date), and the designing
>f The Afterglow. Then came a welcome respite in the
:orm of a tour in Cornwall with Tennyson, Palgrave3
Woolner and Val Prinsep, which for Hunt and Prinsep,
vho joined the others in the Scilly Isles, began in the early
Dart of September, 1860, and terminated at the end of the
nonth. A day was spent by Hunt on these islands, and
hen the party> after a visit to Land's End, returned to